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The enablement requirement of 35 U.S.C. § 112 for obtaining a patent requires that the
specification enable a person of ordinary skill in the art to practice the invention. This requirement
has been interpreted to require that the person of ordinary skill be able to practice the invention
without undue experimentation. As technology has advanced in the chemical arts, application of
the Wands factors to chemistry patents has evolved, since the Wands case, to require extensive
and exhaustive disclosure for enablement of broad genus claims. This article explores some of the
origins and implications of the current approach to enablement in chemistry patents.
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